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LEGISLATURE. EXPENSES OF MEMBERS. Assembly Constitutional
Amendment No.2. Adds section 23b to Article IV, Constitution, to provide
that members of Legislature shall receive their expenses necessarily incurred in
attending sessions of the Legislature, subject to rules of Legislature. Such allowance not to exceed expense allowance of other elective State officers.

I

(For full text of measure, see page 8, Part II)
Argument in Favor of Assembly Constitutional
Amendment No.2
The only purpose of this measure is to authorize reimbursement to legislative members the
actual necessary expense incurred by them for
board and lodging, etc., while in actual attendance at regular or special sessions of the Legislature.
Members are required by law to leave their
homes and live at Sacramento during general and
special sessions. 'l'heir compensation as fixed
by law is $100 per month; however, due to the
Federal withholding tax, they actually receive
amounts ranging from $88.40 for a single man
to $98.30 for a married man. These meager
amounts are wholly inadequate to meet the present day eost of living, and as a result, a great
hardship is placed upon conscientious members
who faithfully sene their constituents in legislative matters.
All other elective State officers receive their
actual necessary living expenses when away
- -m home on official business. The same privi~ should be accorded members of the Legis. . (!.ture.
Obviously the allowance of such necessary living expenses to memhers who must of necessity
leave their homes and businesses and incur extra
liying expenses while at Sacramento is but fair
and equitable. To deny such expenses imposes
an unfair and inequitable burden upon citizens
willing to make financial sacrifices in the interest
of good government. Unless such expenses are
authorized, the average ordinary citizen can not
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YES
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afford to serve in the Legislature and the State
is therefore deprived of the learning and ability
of many outstanding persons who might otherwise serve in such capacity.
The equity and fairness of this amendment
8hould appeal to every voter, and we urge its
adoption in justice aud fairness to legislators
who serve the State without substantial remuneration, yet must respond to the call to meet at
Sacramen to at all general and special sesfions.
Vote YES on Assembly Constitutional AmendmentNo.2.
CHARLES W. LYON,
Speaker and Member of the
ARR~mbly, Fifty-ninth District
ARTHUR W. CARLSON,
Member of the Assembly,
Sixteenth District.

Arilument Against Assembly Constitutional
Amendment No.2
While it seems unfair that legislators, when
attending either special or regular sessions of
the Legislature, -should have to pay their own
expenses, it must be borne in mind that this
provision has been the law of this State for
almost 100 years. This seems a sufficient reason
alone to defeat this amendment.
Vote NO on Assembly Constitutional Amendment No.2.
WM. J. GREENE,
4341 Van Horne Ave.,
Los Angeles, Calif.

VALIDATING TAX DEEDS. Senate Constitutional Amendment No. 21. Adds
section;:; to Artiele XIII, Constitution, to provide that all deeds issued by any
taxing agency by reason of delinquency of taxes or assessments shall be conelusively presumed valid unless declared invalid by judicial decision in an action
commenced within one year after date of deed or effective date of amendment,
whichever is later. Provides for procedure to govern action.
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(For full text of measure, see page 9, Part II)
Argument in Favor of Senate Constitutional
Amendment No. 21
The revenue laws of this State provide that
after failure to pay taxes upon real property
for a period of five years, such property shall be
"deeded to the State" and subsequently sold at
,lie auction to the highest bidder. Similar

provisions exist for tax deeds to other taxing
agencies.
This orderly procedure to return taxable prop('rty to the assessment rolls and thereby reduce
the amount of taxes of those who continue to
pay, has been disrupted in the past by the inability of the taxing authorities to give good title
to property thus sold at public auction. Thus
[Seven]

with an explanatory message, a budget containing a
complete plan and itemized statement of all proposed.
expenditures of the State provided by existing law or
recommended by him, and of all its institutions,
departments, boards, buream, commissions, officers.
employees and other agencies, and of all estimated
revenues, for e",,* the next fistal year &f the ettSiifflg
~ ~, together with a comparison, as tu
.each item of revenues and expenditure;, with the
actual revellues and expenditures for the fi.f'f!t preced.
ing fiscal year &f the.,.~ ~ ~ mffi the
~ tttt4 ~ ~ tttt4 e"fJeHaitdPes fflp the
seetttt4 fiseat yefH' ~. If the proposed expendi·
tures for the cnsuing hi<fflffial ~ fiscal year shall
exceed the estimated revenues therefor, the Governor
shall recommend the sources from which the addi.
tional revenue shall be provided.
. The Governor, and also the Governor·elect, shall have
the power:o require any institution, department, board,
bureau, commission, officer, employee or other agency
to furnish him with any information which he may deem
necessary in connection with the' budget or to assist
him in its preparation.
The budget shall be accompanied by an appropria.
tion bill covering the proposed expenditures, to be
known as the Budget Bill. The Budget Bill shall be
introduced iffllHeaiately during the first five days of
the session into each House of the Legislature by the
respective chairmen of the committees having to do
with appropriations, and shall be subject to all the pro·
,'isions of Section 15 of this article. The Governor
may at any time amend or supplem'ent the budget and
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propose amendments to the Budget Bill.before or aftel
its enactment, and each ~uch amendment shall be
referred in each House to the committee ·to which +' ,
Budget Bill was originally referred. At regular
sion, neither House shall place any bill except .,,"
Budg'et Bill upon final passage until 15 days after its
introduction, without the consent of three-fourths of
the members thereof. Until the Budget Bill has been
finally enacted, neither lIonse shall place upon final
passage any other appropriation bill, except emergency
bills recommended by the Governor, or appropriations
for the salaries, mileage and expenses of the Senate and
Assembly.
No bill makin![ an appropriation of money, except the
Budget Biil, shall contain more than one item of appro·
priation, and that for Olle single and certain purpose
to be therein expressed .
In any appropriation bill passed by the Legi~Iature,
the Governor may redu.:e or eliminate anyone or more
items of appropriation of money while approving other
portions of the bill, whereupon the effect of such action
and the further procedure shall be as provided in
Section 16 of this article.
~ 29
tfl.if; IIi'tiek is ~ ~
In case of conflict between this section and any other
portion of this Constitution, the provisions of this sec·
tion shall govern, except that any item of appropriation
in the Budget Act, other than for the usual current
expenses of the State, shall be subject to the referendum.
The Legislature shall enact allinws necessary or desir.
able to carry out the purposes of this section, and To'
enact additional provisions not inconsistent here,

*

EXPENSES OF MEMBERS. Assembly Constitu·
tional Amendment No.2. Adds section 23b to Article IV, Constitution,
to provide that members of Legislature shall receive their expenses
necessarily incurred in attending sessions of the Legislature, subject to
rules of Legislature. Such allo"mnce not to exceed expense allowance
of other elective State officers ..

Assembly Constitutional Amendment No. 2-.'1. resolu·
tion proposing to the people of the State of Cali·
fornia to amend Article IV of the Constitution of
said State, by adding a new section thereto, relating
to expenses of l\Iembers of the Legislature.
Resolved by the Assembly, the Senate concurring,
That the Legislature of the State of California, at it~
Fifty-fifth Regular Session, commencing on the fourth
day of January, 19-!3, two-thirds of all the members
elected to each of the two houses of the said Legislature
voting in favor thereof, hereby proposes to the people of
the State of California that Article IV of the Consti·
tution of said State be amended by adding a new section
thereto to be known as Section 23b, to read as follows:
(This proposed amendment does not expressly amend
any existing section of the Constitution, but adds a new
section thereto; therefore, the provisions thereof are
[Eight]

YES

NO

printed in BLACK·FACED TYPE to indicate that
they are NEW.)
PROPOSED A~IENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION.

Sec. 23b. Members of the Legislature shall receive
no compensation for their services other than that
fixed by the Constitution but each member shall be
allowed and reimbursed expenses necessarily incurred
by him while attending regular, special and extraordi·
nary sessions of the Legislature. The amount of the
expense necessarily incurred by the respective memo
bers, while attending any such sessions, shall be
determined and payment thereof pro.vided for by
joint rules of the Senate and Assembly. Such expense
allowances may equal but shall not exceed the expense
allowances now authorized for other elected State
omcera.

